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GL345 – Guidance for science departments returning to school after 
an extended period of closure – Ver. 1.0 – 10th May 2020 

 
The below guidance is a list of things to consider when returning to school after an extended period of closure 
or non-use. For further guidance on the management of practical work in a partially re-opened school please 
refer to CLEAPSS Guide GL343. 
 

- Checking the chemical store; make sure you do this with a colleague and having read Guide GL246 
before entering the store. Use your chemical stocklist to check the quantities of chemicals are as you 
left them. Refer to Guide GL247 - the shelf life of chemicals to see which chemicals you need to make 
checks on. If you notice anything unexpected eg, unusual smells or signs of leakages or breakages, 
evacuate and call the CLEAPSSS Helpline. 

- Checking the radioactives store; check if it is still secure, and all sources are accounted for. The yearly 
‘leak’ check may have elapsed, if so, the sources should not be used until this test can be carried out. 
The monthly simple store check should resume as normal – for the gap of a few months which you 
may have you can write “School closure” in your records. 

- Equipment that needs testing; items like fume cupboard(s), pressure cookers / autoclaves, steam 
engines must all be within their testing cycle. If this has elapsed then these item(s) cannot be used 
until they have passed the required tests and activities which require their use will therefore need to 
be postponed until testing has taken place. Please note there are no exemptions for these tests like 
there are for car MOTs. 

- Electrical items may have missed their yearly PAT test, however the yearly test is not a legal 
requirement. So after a quick visual inspection for any obvious damage these items can be returned 
back to normal use. 

- Fridges & freezers; check these have not been switched off or tampered with. If you find any that 
have been switched off (your nose will soon tell you!), contact the CLEAPSS Helpline for further 
guidance. 

- In each lab and prep room(s) run all taps for at least 10mins to run water through the system and refill 
and drains. 

- Test the gas supply works in each lab and prep room(s), you may find the gas system has been 
switched off further back in the ‘system’ by school maintenance teams. 

- Test and confirm that all emergency cut off systems in labs and prep room(s) work effectively.  
- Check any fire extinguishers you have in labs and prep room(s) are in date, any which are out of date 

will need testing / replacing. 
- If you have eye wash bottles in your labs check these have not gone out of date. Also note that 

CLEAPSS advises against the use of these. Refer to Guide GL238 for more details. 
- Check all lights and fume cupboards work as expected.  
- Check stocks of eye protection - teachers should not attempt practicals where eye protection is 

required but is not available in school. This may initially limit the practical work that schools can do. 
Where schools have stocks of suitable safety specs and googles, these will need sanitising before and 
after EVERY use. Refer to CLEAPSS Guide GL343 for more guidance on this. 

- Open all windows and run any ventilation systems set at maximum (including fume cupboards) for 
about an hour. 

- If you return to school before the pupils use this time to check over your labs and prep room(s) using 
one of our self-audit guides. These give you more things to consider when checking labs.  
Our longer self-audit guide is G271 and our quicker top 20 hazards audit guide GL238. For further 
more detailed lists of items to check in labs refer to Guide L248b which has a number of 
weekly/termly/yearly check lists. 
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